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FRIENDS OF WILLIAMSBURG REGIONAL LIBRARY
Minutes of the Board, Tuesday, June 2, 2009
Williamsburg Library, Schell Meeting Room

Present: Board Members: Flora Adams, Max Burry, Jean Cogle, Myrtle Engs, Ted Hiller,
Claire Hurd, Terry Johnston, Evelyn Lee, Joe Rountree, Anna Wolf and Ray Wolf; Library
Assistant Director Genevieve Owens; Library Staff Members Carrie Binsfeld and Christine
White.

Call to Order: Mr. Burry called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m. Mr. Burry welcomed Ms.
Owens who is standing in for Dr. Moorman.

Approval of May 5, 2009 Minutes: Mr. Burry asked for additions and corrections to the
minutes. Being none, the minutes were accepted as distributed.

Membership Report: Membership is down slightly from last year but is up from February’s
numbers. Mr. Burry, Dr. Hiller, and Mr. and Mrs. Wolf attended the gathering of local Friends
groups at the Paul and Rosemary Trible Library at Christopher Newport University. Mr. Wolf
reported the WRL Friends is the largest group in the area by several hundred members.

Dr. Hiller stated the focus of the meeting was making Friends groups relevant to libraries
and to make it known to library users that the Friends support library programs. Ms. Wolf
distributed publicity materials shared by other regional Friends groups. Mr. Rountree and Mr.
Wolf expressed their appreciation for how well the Library communicates Friends support for
Library programming, especially Mr. Golden who makes an announcement at the start of Friends
supported programs.

Treasurer's Report: Mr. Rountree presented the May report. Book sale figures will be posted
to the report ending June 30, 2009. After discussion, Dr. Hiller motioned to approve the report
as presented; all approved. Ms. Binsfeld recommended the Friends roll over the two CDs
coming due until the rates increase; the Friends agreed.

Book Nook Report: Ms. Adams reported 29 boxes are packed for the fall sale. Due to summer
vacations, Ms. Adams anticipates a slight decline in volunteer hours. Several hundred copies of
a single title were given to the Friends. Several copies will be placed in the book nook areas and
the remainder will be distributed to local retirement and assisted living facilities.

Book Sale Report: Ms. Cogle shared an article from the Star Tribune about booksellers and
electronic scanners at Friends book sales nationally. She feels the WRL Friends has comparable
experiences and adequately handles these situations.

Publicity Report: Ms. Johnston will review the items distributed by Ms. Wolf for additional
publicity ideas. There are no new items to report.

Director's Report: Ms. Owens discussed the annual summer reading program. This year’s
theme is “Some Enchanted Reading” with commissioned artwork by author/illustrator Peter
Catalanotto featuring the Library’s 100™ Anniversary logo. Registration begins June 15™ and the
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sharing of titles follows on June 29™ Children from birth through 2" grade are invited to
participate. Ms. Owens answered questions and told the Friends a grant request supporting the
summer reading program will be submitted in September.

e Action Item: $7,000 — Expand and update the WRL collection of materials for job
seekers — Ms. Owens discussed increased requests for materials to assist job seekers
which she has experienced along with her colleagues at the Adult Services desks. The
items selected with grant money will address topics and skill sets not covered in the
collection at this time. After discussion Mr. Rountree motioned to approve the grant
proposal as presented; all agreed.

e Action Item: $1500 — Large Print/Audio Gab Bags Pilot Collection — The Mobile
Library Services division visits several area retirement and assisted living facilities
providing services to and working one-on-one with individuals that are unable to use
traditional library facilities. To enhance the services they provide, MLS staff want to
create a pilot collection of large print books and an audiobook, similar to the Library Gab
Bag model, that will allow the visually disabled to participate in book groups. Ms.
Owens answered questions and provided additional details about the format. Mr.
Rountree motioned to approve the grant request; all agreed. The Friends requested
feedback at a later date.

Old Business: Mr. Wolf reported the Archive committee has held virtual meetings to discuss
the Friends archives. The committee will continue discussion over the summer. Mr. Wolf
congratulated Ms. Elizabeth Parker for the work she has done to assist the committee.

Mr. Wolf reported the Friends are a legal organization recognized by the state and federal
governments as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Attorney John E. Donaldson provided his
assistance to the Friends to resolve this question.

New Business: None.

Adjournment: Mr. Wolf motioned to adjourn at 5:04 p.m.; all approved. The next meeting is
September 15, 2009, 4:00 p.m., Schell Room|




