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Libraries have something to interest everyone—books,
movies, art, programming for all ages, and, in the case
of our library, live music. The Williamsburg Library is
able to offer outstanding musical performances because
the library is home to a community theater, complete
with a stage, a professional sound and lighting system,
and trained library staff to manage and operate the
space. The Arts Center, as it was originally called, was a
very innovative addition constructed in the early 1980s
after vigorous community debate over the project. Since
then the theatre has become a beloved venue hosting
thousands of memorable events including ballets, plays,
speakers, authors, and many types of musical performances. Some of the best-loved
are the Dewey Decibel Concerts, which the library has been offering for over twenty
years. For the past two years, the Friends of WRL have been underwriting the series,
which has enabled ticket sales to be reduced to a mere $5 per person.
The library seeks to bring an eclectic assortment of performers to the community
including jazz, bluegrass, Celtic, folk, opera, classical, vocal, and Americana. Many
of the return performers, such as Jae Sinnett, host of the local NPR jazz show Sinnett in Session, have gained an enthusiastic following. Vocalist Stephanie Nakasian,
who peeled the paint off the theatre with her Billie Holiday Tribute, returns this
January with the Best of the American Songbook, along with the Virginia Peninsula
Concert Band, the Virginia Opera, and many other wonderful musicians for the winter lineup. If you are looking for a champagne evening out on a beer budget, if you
are a music lover, or if you would like to expose your children to all that music has to
offer, try a concert at the library. And please, consider joining our wonderful Friends
of WRL, who make so many beautiful things happen at the library.
							
Betsy Fowler, Library Director

We would like to thank the Friends of Williamsburg Regional Library
for their generous support that makes many of the programs included
in Beyond the Shelves possible.
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Library Hours

Monday-Thursday: 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday: 1-5 p.m.

Library Locations
Williamsburg Library: 515 Scotland St.,
Williamsburg VA 23185
James City County Library: 7770
Croaker Rd., Williamsburg VA 23188
Stryker Center: 412 N. Boundary St.,
Williamsburg VA 23185

Library Phone Numbers
Williamsburg Library:
757.259.4040
(Answered live, M-F, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.)
James City County Library:
757.259.7770
(Answered live, M-F, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m)

Library Website
www.wrl.org

Williamsburg Regional Library
WRLibrary
wrlibrary
WRL Program guide design:
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ONE COMMUNITY

In partnership with the William &
Mary community, join in reading
Tommy Orange’s bestselling book
There There. In addition to the January
book group discussions for Novel Ideas
and Turning Pages (see information
under Book Groups), WRL is excited
to welcome the author to the library.
Visit www.wrl.org/onebook for information about book giveaways and
additional programs.
There There is the winner of the
California Book Awards’ Gold Medal
for First Fiction, the 2018 National Book Critics Circle Awards’
“John Leonard Prize” for first book by a new voice, the 2018
Center for Fiction’s First Novel Prize, and the 2019 Hemingway
Foundation/PEN Award. It was shortlisted for the 2019 Andrew
Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction and the Dayton Literary
Peace Prize. It was a finalist for the 2019 Pulitzer Prize, and was
named one of the best books of the year by The New York Times,
The Washington Post, NPR, Time, O, The Oprah Magazine, The
Dallas Morning News, GQ, Entertainment Weekly, BuzzFeed, San
Francisco Chronicle, and The Boston Globe.
Friday, January 24, 7 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library Theatre
Monday, January 27, 7 p.m.,
Stryker Center

WRL-info Keep up with everything

11

going on at WRL with this weekly digital newsletter sent directly to your
email inbox every Monday morning.
We’ll give you the rundown of everything happening at all of our buildings each week, plus extras like reading lists and info about our digital
resources. Sign up at wrl.org/wrl-info.

Williamsburg Regional Library

January 1-March 8

Cozy up with a good book and earn a
gift from the Friends of Williamsburg
Regional Library! Read and log 5 books
in 10 weeks using either Beanstack (wrl.
beanstack.org) or a paper form, available at the Adult Services desk at either
library location. When you’ve finished,
come to the Adult Services desk to collect
your prize.

Ford’s Colony Model Railroad Club
Annual Train Show
Saturday, December 7,
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Stryker Center
Sunday, December 8,
1-5 p.m., Stryker Center

Get your holidays on track with this
annual tradition as the Club brings their
elaborate operating layouts to the Stryker
Center. Marvel at the detailed settings,
the intricate track planning, and the
finishing touches that make
each one unique.

Author Visit with Tommy Orange

Open Discussion

17

		

Williamsburg
Regional Library

ONE BOOK

Adult Winter Reading

S I G N AT U R E E V E N T S

Director’s Welcome

Winter 2019

Saturday, December 14,
3-6 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library/
Stryker Center/City Square
Have a Very Harry Holiday with
us as we celebrate the season
Potter-style. Join us for sorting,
a Defense Against the Dark Arts
lesson, trivia, crafts, and more.
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A D U LT P R O G R A M S

STEAM Saturdays
STEAM stands for science, technology,
engineering, art, and math–all the areas
kids love to explore. Each month we’ll
present a different STEAM-related program along with hands-on activities and
crafts, designed with school-aged kids in
mind and made possible by the generous
support of the Friends of Williamsburg
Regional Library.

Exciting Engineering
Saturday, January 11, 1-4 p.m.,
Stryker Center (Shows at 1, 2, & 3 p.m.)

Come explore simple machines in one of
three sessions with presenters from the
Children’s Museum of Richmond, then
work in teams to tinker with recycled
materials. You can also participate in other STEAM-related interactive activities
and art projects, such as using Makedo tools to build cardboard creations,
building compressed air rockets, and
programming our mini robots.

CONCERTS
PENINSULA CONCERT BAND:
Holiday Concert

An Acoustic Christmas

Q
frece ert
con

Q
frece ert
con

Friday, February 21, 7:30 p.m.,

Williamsburg Library Theatre

Williamsburg Library Theatre

Virginia Opera returns to the Williamsburg Library, highlighting some of the
most beloved arias and ensemble pieces
that opera has to offer, as well as show
tunes from popular musical theater.
The program features members of the
Opera’s acclaimed Herndon Foundation
Emerging Artists Program, and will
include play-by-play commentary that
gives audience members insight into
this exciting repertoire.

The Williamsburg Women’s Chorus
presents their ambassador group, The
Choraliers, for an evening of beautiful choral works. Directed by Rebecca
Davy, with pianist Christine Niehaus,
the group performs pieces sure be
enjoyed by all.

Friday, December 3, 7:30 p.m.,

Saturday, February 22, 5-7:30 p.m.,

Williamsburg Library Theatre

James City County Library

This dynamic group, made up
of volunteer musicians, has presented
a variety of concerts over the past 66
years that educate, entertain, and enrich
the community. Join them for a festive
holiday show.

Join the LCV Project with Louis C.
Vangieri for a delightful concert
experience and hear holiday music in
a new and unique way—through creative arrangements for solo acoustic
guitar.

Zero to Sixty Quartet
Friday, December 13, 7:30 p.m.,

Stephanie Nakasian with
the John Toomey Trio

Williamsburg Library Theatre

Saturday, January 25, 7:30 p.m.,

Robert Jospé Trio

Jae Sinnett is joined by saxophonist
Ralph Bowen, pianist Allen Farnham,
and bassist Terry Burrell in this Christmas performance guaranteed to make
your evening swing. Enjoy holiday
classics with a jazzy twist.

Williamsburg Library Theatre

Saturday, February 15, 7:30 p.m.,

Enjoy an evening with Stephanie Nakasian as she sings Gershwin, Porter,
Arlen, Rodgers & Hart, and more.
Stephanie is an exciting, well-seasoned vocalist and master of innovative jazz improvisation, completely
authentic with a fresh and vibrant
sound all her own.

Williamsburg Library Theatre

Beyond the Shelves

Thursday, December 19, 7:30 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library Theatre

Williamsburg Regional Library

Choraliers of the Williamsburg
Women’s Chorus

Tuesday, February 11, 7:30 p.m.,

STEAM at Night!

This month is all about the wonders of
STEAM at night. Explore the night sky
with NASA Scientist Paul Tartabini and
other members of the NASA Langley
Skywatchers Club. This program will
feature a short talk indoors with special
emphasis on the life cycle of stars before
we head outside (weather permitting)
to use telescopes and binoculars to view
the night sky. You’ll also have a chance to
meet nocturnal animals with an experienced animal educator who will teach
you about the creatures that are awake
and active at nighttime and their special
adaptations for surviving in the dark!

4

Q
frece ert
con

LCV Project:

Virginia Opera: An Evening of
Arias and Duets

Howard Levy with Harris Simon
with
and Christine Niehaus
free iam &
Friday, February 28, 7:30 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library Theatre

Drummer, band leader, educator, and
composer Robert Jospé is known for
his inventive use of rhythmic styles. He
incorporates jazz, blues, funk, Latin, and
African rhythms into a unique
and distinctive style of contemporary
drumming.

Winter 2019

Q

tickets are $5 general admission,
$4 for friends. for tickets and
information call 757.259.4070.

l
Wil ary ID
M

The Dewey Decibel Concert Series and
Ewell Concert Series join together to
present Howard Levy. He is a harmonica
player without limits, whose musical adventures include journeys into jazz, pop,
rock, world music, Latin, classical, folk,
blues, and country. For this show he is
joined by local pianists Harris Simon
and Christine Niehaus.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
UPCOMING CONCERTS
March 13 - John Jorgenson Bluegrass Band
March 21 - Virginia Opera Presents Pirates
of Penzance
April 2 - Ford’s Colony Dance Band
April 3 - RPR (Richie-Parrish-Richie)
April 18 - Mark Rogers

Beyond the Shelves 5
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F
Movies for Everyone with
the Thursday Film Series,
Cinema @ Scotland St.,
Celtic Film Series,
and the Jewish Film Series
T H U R S DAY F I L M S E R I E S

This series screens classic and contemporary movies for an
adult audience. All films are shown at the Williamsburg
Library Theatre.

DECEMBER: REQUEST MONTH
An Affair to Remember (1957)
Thursday, December 5, 2-4 p.m.

A playboy (Cary Grant) and a singer
(Deborah Kerr) fall in love on a cruise
ship, but their plans to reunite in New
York City are thwarted by fate in this
classic romantic tearjerker. (nr)

Thirty Seconds over Tokyo (1944)
Thursday, December 12, 2-4:20 p.m.

Spencer Tracy plays Lt. Col. Jimmy
Doolittle in this stirring film about the
famous Doolittle bombing raid on Japan
in the Second World War. (nr)

her client (Jeff Bridges) may be guilty of
the brutal murder for which he’s been
charged, which is unfortunate, since
she’s falling for him. (r)

defends a soldier accused of killing the
man he believes raped his wife in this
crackerjack courtroom thriller directed
by Otto Preminger. (nr)

Tender is the Night (1962)

Ladies of the Jury (1932)

Thursday, December 26, 2-4:25 p.m.

Thursday, January 9, 2-3:10 p.m.

The fraught relationship between a
psychologically fragile woman (Jennifer Jones) and her alcoholic husband
(Jason Robards) is played out against the
backdrop of expatriate Europe between
the wars in this melodrama based on the
novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald. (nr)

In this mystery-comedy, a feisty society
matron (Edna May Oliver) on a jury
believes the chorus girl defendant is
not guilty, so she attempts to recreate
the crime in the courtroom to prove her
innocence. (nr)

The Winslow Boy (1948)

The Jagged Edge (1985)

JANUARY: THE COURT
IS IN SESSION

Thursday, December 19, 2-3:50 p.m.

Anatomy of a Murder (1959)

In this suspenseful mystery, an attorney
(Glenn Close) begins to suspect that

Thursday, January 2, 2-4:45 p.m.

A small-town lawyer (James Stewart)

Thursday, January 16, 2-4 p.m.

In Edwardian England, the trial of a boy
accused of stealing becomes a cause
célèbre when his family becomes obsessed with proving his innocence. (nr)
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

JEWISH FILM SERIES

My Cousin Vinny (1992)
This series features indie, foreign, art house,
and documentary films. All films are shown
at the Williamsburg Library Theatre.

Thursday, January 23, 2-4 p.m.

A major culture clash ensues when a
brash New York City lawyer comes to
Alabama to defend a young cousin who
has been charged with murder. (r)

This series, presented in partnership
with the Virginia Peninsula Jewish
Film Festival, strives to use the power of
film to entertain, educate, and connect
audiences to issues related to Jewish life
in the U.S.A. and around the world.

Downton Abbey (2019)
Wednesday, December 18, 7-9 p.m.

Inherit the Wind (1960)

Sunday, December 29, 2-4 p.m.

Thursday, January 30, 2-4:10 p.m.

It’s 1927 and the Crawley homestead is in frightful disarray. Money is tight, Lady
Mary is contemplating moving away, and the King and Queen of England are
coming for a royal visit. Join us at 6 p.m. on December 18 for a tasteful tea party
before the film (see page 14 for more information)! (pg)

When a rural school teacher is charged
with the crime of teaching evolution,
two renowned attorneys (Spencer Tracy,
Fredric March) confront each other in
court in this historical drama based on
the 1925 “Scopes Monkey Trial.” (nr)

C E LT I C F I L M
SERIES
These films with an Irish, Irish American, or Celtic connection are presented
in partnership with the local chapter of
the Ancient Order of Hibernians. All
films are shown at the Williamsburg
Library Theatre.

FEBRUARY: BROKEN HEARTS
Splendor in the Grass (1961)
Thursday, February 6, 2-4:45 p.m.

The Fitzgerald Family Christmas (2012)

Elia Kazan directed this poignant tale of
a vulnerable young girl (Natalie Wood)
whose failed love affair with a wealthy
boy (Warren Beatty) drives her to a mental breakdown. (nr)

Thursday, December 12, 7 p.m.

Rifts emerge among family members
when their long-estranged patriarch
decides to come home for the holidays.
(PG-13)

The Notebook (2004)
Thursday, February 13, 2-4:05 p.m.

Flight of the Doves (1971)

Class differences separate a young couple, but years later they reunite and get a
second chance at love. (pg-13)

Thursday, January 16, 7 p.m.

Promise at Dawn (La Promesse de
L’Aube) (2017)

are failing and his son Gadi wants to
donate one of his own. However, the
transplant committee objects to the procedure, claiming that Reuben, acting as
Gadi’s sole legal guardian, does not have
the right to authorize such an invasive
procedure. Furious with the committee’s
decision, Gadi sets out to fight for his
right to save his father’s life.

Sunday, January 19, 2 p.m.

From his childhood in Poland to his adolescence in Nice to his years as a student
in Paris and his tough training as a pilot
during World War II, this epic drama
tells the romantic story of Romain Gary,
one of the most famous French novelists and only writer to have won the
Goncourt Prize for French literature two
times.

Shoelaces (2018)
Sunday, March 1, 2 p.m.

1945 (2017)
Sunday, March 22, 2 p.m.

On August 12, 1945, two mysterious
strangers appear at the railway station
of a Hungarian village. In the shadow
of Russian occupation, the people of the
village are preparing for the wedding of
the son of the town clerk. The bride’s
former fiancé returns from captivity, and
within a few hours, everything changes
in this story of secrets, sins, reckoning,
love, betrayal, and confrontation.

This film tells the story of a complicated
relationship between an aging father and
his special-needs son. Reuben’s kidneys

A greedy uncle chases brother and sister
heirs from England to their grandmother
in Ireland. (G)

My Foolish Heart (1949)
Thursday, February 20, 2-3:45 p.m.

Waking Ned Devine (1998)

A couple (Dana Andrews, Susan Hayward) find love and heartbreak during
wartime in this sudsy melodrama. (nr)

Thursday, February 20, 7 p.m.

Truly, Madly, Deeply (1990)
Thursday, February 27, 2-3:50 p.m.

A woman (Juliet Stevenson) is inconsolable following the death of her boyfriend
(Alan Rickman), but then he turns up
as a ghost in her home and things get
strange. (pg)
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Ghosts of the Abyss (2003)
Wednesday, January 22, 7-8:30 p.m.

Explore the wreck and relive the voyage of the legendary Titanic. To bring home
these haunting images, director James Cameron worked with some of the
world’s foremost divers and archaeologists, including Dr. John Broadwater, who
will speak at the library on February 8 (see page 14 for more information). (pg)

Blinded by the Light (2019)
Wednesday, February 26, 7-9 p.m.

In 1987, during the austere days of Thatcher’s Britain, a teenager learns to live
life, understand his family, and find his own voice through the music of Bruce
Springsteen. (pg-13)

Williamsburg Regional Library

When best friends Jackie O’Shea and
Michael O’Sullivan discover someone
in their small Irish village has won the
lottery, they immediately set off to see if
the winner is in a sharing mood. Deducing that Ned Devine is the lucky man,
O’Shea and O’Sullivan pay him a visit,
only to find him dead from shock. Since
Devine is the only one who can claim
the prize, the townsfolk band together to
convince the claim inspector that O’Sullivan is really Devine, with the hope of
splitting the cash. (PG)

Winter 2019

Péter Rudolf and
Bence Tasnadi
star in 1945

Beyond the Shelves 9
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TALKS & WORKSHOPS
CENTURIES OF ART
AT YOUR LIBRARY

Women in Art: Not Knowing
From Invisibility to Political Activism:
The Black Experience in American Art

Style 1900: Art & Artists at the
Turn of the Last Century

Monday, February 3, 7:30 p.m.,

Monday, January 27, 7:30 p.m.,

Through the critical lens of the political,
legal, and cultural changes that marked
the transition from slavery
to the Civil War to the
Civil Rights period in the
1960s and 1970s, this
presentation will examine
depictions of the multifaceted and highly politicized
dimensions of race and
American identity in the
artistic production of African American artists.

For the past six years, Richmond-based artist Blythe King has been creating
multi-layered portraits of women. These subjects are not icons, movie stars, or
divas; instead, their anonymity allows us to see them in entirely new ways. By not
knowing them, these women can become everyone. Join King in a discussion about
not knowing, and about how her background in Buddhist
philosophy, Japanese art, and antique collecting informs her
teaching, art, and life.

Williamsburg Library Theatre

Williamsburg Library Theatre

The Paris Exposition
of 1900 was a pivotal
moment for Western
art and design. Explore
artists and designers
who were and who
weren’t included at the
exhibition and the works
of art that dazzled and
dismayed critics and the
public.

Austria and the Czech Republic Q&A
(Quirky and Amazing)
Wednesday, January 22,
2 p.m., Stryker Center

Fairy tale castles, dazzling
palaces, a garden giant, and
an enormous pink rabbit
sculpture are just a few of
the memorable sights you
will encounter with librarian Dwight Woodward
in this armchair traveler
sojourn.

Monday, February 24, 7:30 p.m., Williamsburg Library Theatre

A nearly lifelong resident of Rockbridge County, Virginia, photographer and writer Sally Mann developed her first photograph
in April 1969. Over the course of the next five decades, Mann
took photographs of everything from landscapes to still lives to
nudes. This lecture will provide an overview of Mann’s career by
focusing on her photographic processes, influences, and transitions while highlighting her major works.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

The library provides copies of all book group titles. Check at the Adult Services desk to find your copy.

POWER IN THE PANELS:
a graphic novel book group

NOVEL IDEAS:

a contemporary
book group
Third Monday of each
month, 2 p.m., James City
County Library

10 Beyond the Shelves

This series features library staff discussing
interesting topics in an informal setting.

Sally Mann’s Photographs

BOOK GROUPS

Explore classic and contemporary fiction and nonfiction
from around the world. Sample critically acclaimed and
prize-winning titles with open
and inclusive discussion.

TALKS @ 2

Monday, February 17, 7:30 p.m., Williamsburg Library Theatre

Second Wednesday of each month,
7 p.m., Stryker Center

WHODUNNITS:
A MYSTERY
BOOK GROUP

This group is for graphic novel enthusiasts (18+, please) who
want to read and talk about independent graphic novels.

First Tuesday of each month,
7 p.m., location varies

Touch

There There

Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk

Mysteries

by Courtney Maum

by Tommy Orange

by Kathleen Rooney

Wednesday, January 8

Monday, December 16

Monday, January 13 (Special Date)

Monday, February 17

Trend forecaster Sloane
Jacobsen is an expert in telling
companies what buyers want
years before the buyers even
know—but then she begins
to realize that what people
want may not be what her
corporate employer wants to
sell them.

In the runup to the Big
Oakland Powwow, 12 Native
Americans living in the city
prepare for the event. Some
are reconnecting to their
roots, some to their families,
and some are hoping to make
a new start. Though they
voice their hopes and pains as
individuals, their stories will
collide in inescapable chaos.
The author will be visiting the
Williamsburg Library on January 24; see page 3 for more
information.

Rambling through Manhattan
on the snowy New Year’s Eve
of 1984, Lillian Boxfish recalls
her life in Jazz Age New York,
her career as an ad executive,
and the relationships that
formed her. Now an undaunted 85, she interacts with the
city’s denizens until a midnight encounter brings her
face-to-face with danger.

We will be discussing titles
that feature crime solving or
mysteries for the month of
January. Please bring your title
to share and discuss.

Williamsburg Regional Library

Movie Night:
Umbrella Academy
Wednesday, December 11

Join us as we watch the first
episode of the Netflix series
based on Gerard Way’s hit
graphic novel.

Winter 2019

WhoDunnits s a discussion group
devoted to mysteries that follows a yearlong program of books
and movies around a single topic. This year we’re taking a look
at International Mysteries, both contemporary and historical. It’s
murder worldwide!

Movie and Social Time

The Janissary Tree

Tuesday, December 10

by Jason Goodwin

(Special Date), Williamsburg

Tuesday, January 7,

Paper Girls, Vol. 1

Library Theatre

Williamsburg Library

by Brian K. Vaughan

Holidays can be
murder anyway, so
we’re going to take
a break with a movie and some social
time. Hey, do those
cookies taste like
almonds?

Istanbul, 1836: A series of
murders sows chaos in the
Sultan’s court, and eunuch
Yashim Togalu is called to
solve them. Could the murders be related to the elimination of an elite military force
called the Janissaries?
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Wednesday, February 12

In the early hours
after Halloween
1988, four 12-year-old
newspaper delivery
girls uncover the
most important story
of all time.

Beyond the Shelves 11
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TALKS & WORKSHOPS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Saving Curious George: The True Story
Wednesday, February 12, 2 p.m.,
Stryker Center

For 78 years a little monkey named
George has delighted children worldwide, although these books were nearly
never published.
Join Sandy
Towers for
the story of
the authors’
harrowing
journey, with
manuscript in
hand, out of occupied France
during WWII.

EMERGING SCHOLARS
This series presents new research on unusual topics through a collaboration between
WRL and the Department of Graduate
Studies and Research at William & Mary.

An Archaeological Exploration of
Virginia’s First Africans at
Historic Jamestowne
Wednesday, February 19, 2 p.m.,
Stryker Center

The Archaeology of Islam
in the Horn of Africa
Wednesday, January 29, 2 p.m.,
Stryker Center

The Horn of Africa is home to some
of the oldest Islamic traditions in
the world. Despite this rich history,
scholars know few details about
when African societies converted
to Islam. Discover why the Horn
of Africa is often called the Abode
of Islam in this fascinating talk
by PhD candidate Madeleine
Bassett.

Jamestown’s historical figures such as
John Smith are familiar, but few know
of “Angela” and the “twenty and odd”
Africans who arrived in the English
colony in 1619. A public archaeology
project is investigating diversity, gender,
and inequality in early Virginia at the
site where one of the first documented
African women lived. Learn how scholars like Chardé Reid, doctoral student in
anthropology, are exploring the complex
narratives of colonial Virginia.

BOOK GROUPS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

GETAWAY CAFÉ

Card Making

Share conversation, experiences, and memories in WRL’s program for adults with
early memory loss and their care partners. Please call 757.259.7752 for more info.

Sunday, December 1, 2-4 p.m.,
Stryker Center

Stop by anytime to create a card or two!
We’ll provide seasonal decorations,
stamps, and card stock, and you bring the
creativity. All ages welcome.

TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE: AN AMERICAN NEW YEAR’S TRADITION
Friday, December 20, 2-3:30 p.m., Stryker Center

Sunny Pasadena, California has welcomed the New Year with an
annual parade since 1890. Learn some history and fun facts about this
iconic American tradition.

The Big Cat Year
Monday, December 9, 7 p.m.,

VIRGINIA CURIOSITIES

Williamsburg Library Theatre

Friday, January 17, 2-3:30 p.m., Stryker Center

Wildlife photographer Ken Conger
will present a panorama of spectacular
photos, focusing particularly on the big
cats, captured during his 2018 adventures
in Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, Argentina,
Chile, and India, as well as some US
states. Ken complements his photos with
stories, animal facts, audio, and short
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
videos.

Test your Virginia knowledge during this fascinating tour of our
state. Learn about Virginia’s many oddities and secrets.

ANIMALS IN ART
Friday, February 21, 2-3:30 p.m., Stryker Center

Realistic, whimsical, or abstract… artists capture the
images and importance of animals in our lives. Special guests from the Muscarelle Museum of Art will
share a selection of famous images of animals in art.

The library provides copies of all book group titles.
Check at the Adult Services desk to find your copy.

TURNING PAGES:

A CONTEMPORARY
BOOK GROUP

REAL PEOPLE, REAL STORIES

Third Tuesday of each month,
7 p.m., Williamsburg Library
Explore classic and contemporary fiction and nonfiction
from around the world. This
group will sample critically
acclaimed and prize-winning
titles with open and inclusive
discussion.

Third Thursday of each month, 2 p.m., Stryker Center
This group explores the best in nonfiction history,
biography, science, nature, and the arts.

The Shape of Water
by Andrea Camilleri

All The Time in the World

Tuesday, February 4,

by Caroline Angell

Stryker Center

Tuesday, December 17

Inspector Salvo Montalbano
navigates the tangled relationships of Sicily’s ruling class,
pushing back against those
who want him to ignore the
death of a politician found in
a compromising position.

Recuperating from professional betrayal, Charlotte becomes the nanny to a wealthy
Manhattan family. When the
mother dies, Charlotte must
discover how her love for two
little boys balances with her
need to keep boundaries.

12 Beyond the Shelves

OTHER PROGRAMS

Fellowship
in a Ring:

A NONFICTION BOOK GROUP

A SCI-FI/FANTASY
BOOK GROUP
Second Wednesday of

There There

Still in Love

by Tommy Orange

by Michael Downing

Free Read

Tuesday, January 21

Tuesday, February 18

Thursday, December 19

In the runup to the Big
Oakland Powwow, 12 Native
Americans living in the city
prepare for the event. Some
are reconnecting to their
roots, some to their families,
and some are hoping to make
a new start. Though they
voice their hopes and pains as
individuals, their stories will
collide in inescapable chaos.
The author will be visiting the
Williamsburg Library on January 24; see page 3 for more
information.

Partnered with the Professor, Mark Sternum teaches a
writing class at an exclusive
college. He’s still in love with
the classroom and students,
but campus politics obstruct
his work. The revered, unreliable Professor thinks nothing
of changing Mark’s classes
and assignments, while driving Mark and their students to
excel in their writing.

Do you have a favorite nonfiction book, or did you read
something recently that you
really loved or really loathed?
Bring it to the meeting and
tell us all about it.

Williamsburg Regional Library

each month, 7 p.m.,

Beat the Last Drum: The
Siege of Yorktown
by Thomas Fleming
Thursday, January 16

During the 1781 siege of
Yorktown, American forces

Winter 2019

under George Washington
and French allies trapped the
British navy in the Yorktown
harbor and ended the American Revolution. Fleming’s
compelling account sets
the stage for the February 8
presentation by renowned
underwater archaeologist, Dr.
John Broadwater, who will talk
about his recent excavations
of British warships in the York
River. For more details see
page 14.

Say Nothing: A True Story of
Murder and Memory in
Northern Ireland
by Patrick Radden Keefe
Thursday, February 20

In December 1972, a young
mother was taken from her
home in Belfast by masked intruders and never seen again.
This horrendous crime is
the starting point for Keefe’s
mesmerizing history of the
brutal Irish conflict known as
“the Troubles” and its legacy
of violence, betrayal, and
bitterness.

James City County Library

Fellowship in a Ring is
dedicated to science fiction
and fantasy books, films,
television, and pop culture.
A suggested reading list is
provided at each meeting.
Readers are also
welcome to
share other
science
fiction or
fantasy titles
or simply join
in the group conversation.
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Monday, February 17, 2 p.m.,
Stryker Center

Color, relax your mind, and listen to
soothing music. We’ll provide all the
supplies you’ll need to recharge.

The LoSt ShipS of the Revolution
Saturday, February 8, 1 p.m., Williamsburg Library Theatre

Introduction to Weaving

Dr. John Broadwater of JRS Explorations, Inc., will describe his recent discovery
of the remains of a British ship sunk during the siege of Yorktown in 1781. Dr.
Broadwater has a long career in underwater exploration. He oversaw salvage
work on the Monitor; explored the Titanic as Chief Underwater Archaeologist for
James Cameron’s Ghosts of the Abyss; and, for entrepreneur Jeff Bezos, made deep
water dives to retrieve the booster engines from rockets used in the Apollo moon
program. Admission is free, but tickets are required. For tickets and information
call 757.259.4070.
NOTE: In conjunction with this program, the Real People/Real Stories Book Group
will be reading Thomas Fleming’s Beat the Last Drum: The Siege of Yorktown for the
January 16 discussion (2 p.m., Stryker Center) and Cinema @ Scotland Street will be
showing Ghosts of the Abyss on January 22 (7 p.m., Williamsburg Library Theatre).

Saturday, February 22, 1 p.m.,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Downton Abbey Tea Party & Film

Sherlock Holmes as Science Fiction

Wednesday, December 18, 6 p.m.,

Tuesday, January 14, 2 p.m., Stryker Center

Williamsburg Library

In November 1887, the world was introduced to Sherlock Holmes, a detective
who used science and his keen powers of
observation to solve crime. Join Bradley
Harper, a retired Army pathologist and
published author, for a presentation on
the evolution of forensic science and
how Sherlock Holmes inspired the use
of objective evidence in the never-ending
hunt to determine “whodunnit.”

Join us before the Cinema @ Scotland
Street showing of Downton Abbey for
tea, trivia, and Mrs. Patmore’s British
Baking Competition: bring a dozen of
your finest homemade crumpets or
scones for a chance at the grand prize
“Tiara of Triumph.” Feel free to dress for
the occasion! We’ll have prizes for the
best dressed, the tastiest scones, and the
most knowledge of all things Downton.

Jigsaw Puzzle Competition
Benjamin Franklin and the
Age of Experiments

Sunday, January 26, 1-4:30 p.m.,

Sunday, January 12, 3 p.m.,

In honor of National Puzzle Day on January 29, test your jigsaw puzzle skills in
competition. Teams of four will compete
to finish a 500-piece puzzle within three
hours for prizes and glory. Don’t have a
complete team of four? We’ll pair you up

Williamsburg Library Theatre

Dr. Benjamin Franklin, as portrayed by
B.J. Pryor, tells stories of his life, the age
in which he lived, and of scientific progress he witnessed and participated in.
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Stryker Center

Learn basic weaving techniques on a
reusable cardboard loom. The Williamsburg Spinners and Weavers will get you
started on a project you can finish at
home! Register at 757.259.4050.

Friday, December 27, 2-3 p.m.,

Career Coaching
Saturday, February 22, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library

Need help with your resume, job search,
or career planning? Sign up for a oneon-one session with a certified career
coach. Register at 757.259.4050.

Teen Advisory Group

Stryker Center

Would you like to contribute to teen
programs, materials, and services at the
library? Join us twice a month to share
ideas and help with library projects
geared toward service for teens like
you. Application and orientation required; contact teens@wrl.org for more
information. For ages 13-18.

Join us to enjoy K-Pop music videos,
Korean snacks, and more with other
teen fans. For ages 13-18.

• Thursday, December 5, 6-8 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library

Winter Wellness: Zumba!

James City County Library

7 p.m., Stryker Center

Williamsburg Regional Library

Teen Craft: Galaxy Pendants
Monday, January 27, 2 p.m.,
Stryker Center

Create a pendant that looks like your
own slice of the stars to wear on a cord
or necklace! For ages 11-18.

• Sunday, December 15, 1-4 p.m.,

Thursdays, February 6, 13, 20, and 27,

Local group fitness favorite Felix Vlad
will lead a four-week series of Zumba
classes with a twist: instruction will be
in both English and Spanish. Zumba
uses steps from several Latin American
dance styles for an aerobic workout
that is fast-paced and exuberant. ¡Qué
divertido!
Felix Vlad, uno de los maestros de fitness
más populares de Williamsburg, enseñará
una serie de cuatro clases de Zumba en la
biblioteca. Zumba es una forma de ejercicio
aeróbico que emplea pasos de baile de varios estilos latinoamericanos. La instrucción
en estas clases será en español e inglés.
¡Vengan a probarlas!
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• Thursday, January 2, 6-8 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library
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Winter Wellness: Adult Coloring

TEEN PROGRAMS

on the day of the contest. For ages 13+;
register at 757.259.4050.
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• Sunday, January 19, 1-4 p.m.,
James City County Library
• Thursday, February 6, 6-8p.m.,
Williamsburg Library
• Sunday, February 16, 1-4 p.m.,
James City County Library

Teen Tech Lounge
Join us for some teens-only time to
check out our new gear! Come and play
with 3D printers, VR systems, Nintendo
Labo kits, and more. For ages 13-18.
• Monday, December 30, 2-4 p.m.,
Stryker Center
• Sunday, February 9, 2-4 p.m.,
Stryker Center

TEEN TABLETOP TUESDAYS
Card traders are invited to bring decks and
D&D players to bring gear to meet up with
other teen players! Other tabletop favorites including Settlers of Catan will also be on hand.
For ages 13-18.

Winter 2019

• Tuesday, December 10, 6-8 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library
• Tuesday, January 14, 6-8 p.m.,
James City County Library
• Tuesday, February 11, 6-8 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library
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Chess Open Play
Sundays, January and February,

shoes and join us for an exciting hour
of songs, movement, rhymes, and just
plain fun.

2-4 p.m., Williamsburg Library

Mondays at the Williamsburg Library

LEGO Open Play

Baby Storytime is a lapsit storytime program especially for babies
from birth to 18 months and their caregivers. This storytime
includes 15 minutes of songs, fingerplays, and lap games. The
baby storytime will feature the same songs and activities every
week; this repetition of rhymes and songs forms a foundation for
learning for your baby and strengthens the language connections
in the brain. A short, optional playtime follows.

• Saturdays, December 14, January 11,

Toddler Storytime
Tuesdays at the Williamsburg Library

and February 8, 2-4 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library

LEGOs facilitate open-ended play—the
opportunity to play without structure,
to build and take apart as necessary.
With no directions, no mistakes, and no
external goals, kids develop creativity and
manual dexterity while they have fun!
Due to small pieces, this drop-in playtime is recommended for ages 5+.

Wednesdays at the Stryker Center

Free tickets will be
available at the Youth
Services Reference
Desk one hour prior to
the start of storytime;
capacity is limited to
40 participants. Due to
capacity restrictions,
we are not able to
accommodate childcare
centers at storytimes.
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Toddler Storytime is a storytime program designed for toddlers
aged 18 months to 3 years and their caregivers, featuring brief
stories, rhymes, songs, fingerplays, and other activities. A short,
optional playtime follows.

Preschool Storytime
Wednesdays at the Williamsburg Library

Preschool Storytime is a storytime program designed for preschoolers aged 3 to 5 and their caregivers featuring stories,
rhymes, songs, fingerplays, and other activities. It is followed by
Preschool Stay and STEM, a drop-in playdate program.

Puppet Storytime

Yoga Storytime

Saturdays, December 21, January 25,

Saturdays, December 7 and February 8,

and February 15, 11 a.m., Stryker Center

11 a.m., Williamsburg Library

Our puppets and teen puppeteers visit
each month for an energetic and unforgettable storytime. Sing and dance with
our puppets and enjoy books, flannel
board stories, and other activities. Recommended for ages 3+.

We’ll use yoga poses to playfully act out
stories and songs in this movement storytime. No yoga experience is necessary.
Capacity is limited to 40 participants.
Free tickets will be available at the Youth
Services Reference Desk one hour prior
to the start of the program. For ages 3+.

Williamsburg Regional Library

In BeTWEEN the Pages Tween Book Club
Tuesday, January 28, 6 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library

Come meet some fellow readers and
join the conversation! Check at the
Youth Services desk for more information, and to register and receive a copy
of the book. For ages 9-12; register at
757.259.4055.

Youth Programs

Saturdays, January 18 and February 29,
11 a.m., Stryker Center

What do you get when you add balloons
and bubbles to music? A fantastic preschool dance party! Put on your dancing

Winter 2019

10 a.m.-1 p.m., Stryker Center
Join Clifford the Big Red Dog for a

Sunday, December 15,

storytime and craft at 10 a.m.  At

2-4 p.m., Stryker Center

Come use our 3D pens to craft colorful
seasonal ornaments. For ages 9-18.

11 a.m., we’ll be joined by our

LED Cardmaking

Society and adorable, adoptable

Friday, February 7, 4:30 p.m.,

animals. We’ll also be collecting

Make a card for your Valentine or just to
brighten someone’s day. These cards really light up, using copper tape to create
electronic circuits. For ages 6+; register
at 757.259.4055.

friends from Heritage Humane

supplies for Heritage Humane Society all month. A list of suggested
supplies can be
found at heritagehumane.org/

PAWS TO READ WITH K-9 CONNECTION
Reading together
with a friend.

Saturday, February 22,

Merry & Bright 3D Pens

Williamsburg Library

Preschool Dance Party

My Furry
Valentine

Sundays, December 15, January 12,
and February 9, 2:30-3:30 p.m.,
Williamsburg Library
Kids, dogs, and books…what a great
relationship! Paws to Read attracts
children from the entire spectrum of
reading levels to read to trained K-9
Connection therapy dogs. The dogs
listen uncritically and wag their
tails as the kids read, providing
unspoken encouragement and
affirmation. No prior registration
is needed, but a signed permission form from a parent is
required.

wish-lists/. Bring
your donation to
the Williamsburg
Library throughout
the month of February and share
the love with your
furry valentine.

P E TS R E A DY FO R A D O P T I O N

(No storytimes
December 23January 1)

Baby Storytime

STORYTIMES

December 2February 26,
11 a.m.

Chess Open Play is designed for kids,
but is open to players of all levels and
ages, from beginning to advanced. Come
learn to play the game, or deepen skills
by playing with others. Chess boards and
pieces are provided.

KIDS PROGRAMS

Youth Program Series
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MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICES

YOUTH & FAMILIES
OUTREACH Events

WINTEREXHIBITS
2019-2020

STRYKER CENTER EXHIBIT SPACE
Japanese Woodcuts and Beyond
January 2 – February 14

Funfest

COMPUTER CLASSES

SATURDAYS JOIN IN THE FUN!

We offer computer classes every
month on using Word, Excel, and
PowerPoint. Head to www.wrl.org/
computer-classes to see the latest
schedule.

All of the works on display are by graduating
seniors in the William & Mary Art Department.

Select Saturdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Abram Frink Jr. Community Center,
(8901 Pocahontas Trail)

LET IT GLOW! • Saturday, January 18
Mad Science presents Color Lab! Kids will learn about
the colors of the rainbow and experiment with their
creative side. Demonstrations also introduce students
to the primary colors and color mixing. Workshop
begins at 10:30 a.m. and repeats at 11:45 a.m.; spots
are limited. Drop by anytime to enjoy other science
activities, including DIY glow-in-the-dark slime, jumbo
snowflakes, and jewelry.

18 Beyond the Shelves

The College of William and Mary
Studio Art Majors Exhibition
February 7-29

Join us for fun program and activities, plus free
pizza and ice cream at each event at 12 p.m. Call
757.259.7748 for more information.

photographs by magali devulpillieres

Long before anime became popular, Japanese
artists were making exquisite and detailed prints
using the woodcut technique. Explore an exhibition of original woodcuts, make your own print to
take home, and take a selfie with Mt. Fuji. Display
is from the collections of Rebecca Boykin Hornsby,
Betsy Fowler, and artist Paula Goodman Koz.

DINOSAUR DIG • Saturday, February 29
The Children’s Museum of Richmond will bring to
life the wild world of dinosaurs through prehistoric
play. Be a paleontologist for a day as you identify key
features of some of your favorite dinosaurs and dig for
clay fossils to take home. Showtime is at 11:30 a.m.,
but you can enjoy other science activities any time
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Williamsburg Regional Library

WILLIAMSBURG THEATRE GALLERY
Lifelong Friends and Painters
December 1-31

POP UP LIBRARY AT AFCC
Thursdays, 4-7 p.m.,
Abram Frink Jr. Community Center
(8901 Pocahontas Trail)

Come by to check out books,
participate in crafts, access Wi-Fi, and
get your questions answered!
We’ll also have games and activities
for all ages. Call 757.259.7748
for more information.

Friends and members of Christopher Newport University’s Lifelong Learning
Program share their love of nature and art. This is an exhibition of favorite works
by those who love to paint and learn together, reflecting their dedication to art
making as a practice of self-expression and to lifelong learning.

Water Colors and Beyond:
Works by Carol Fryer and Doris Roland
January 6-February 29
Come and enjoy the works of two friends who share the passion of painting in
the expressive mediums of acrylic and watercolor.

Williamsburg Regional Library also provides mobile library service to preschools, adult care facilities,
and homebound adults. For more information, call 757.259.7749 (Youth and Families) or 757.259.7752
(Adult and Homebound).

Winter 2019
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This year, the Friends

have supported...

• Over 900 participants for Adult Summer
Reading
• $5 general admission for Dewey Decibel
Concerts
• Family fun on City Square all summer long
• New community outreach programs at the
Abram Frink Jr. Community Center
• Biggest Kids Summer Reading Program
ever
• Extra copies of the most in-demand books
• Special family-friendly programs like Teeny
Tiny Farm and STEAM Saturdays
• More exhibits than ever
Whether you’re a Friend or purchased an
item from a Book Nook, your support
made this possible.

Become a Friend at www.wrl.org/give.

Help spread some
magic, be a Friend.
Friends of
Williamsburg
Regional
Library
Foundation
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Williamsburg Regional Library

