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“One Book One Community” Returns with Author Bruce Holsinger 
 

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. (Feb. 29, 2024) – Williamsburg Regional Library (WRL), with support 
from Friends of Williamsburg Regional Library Foundation and William & Mary Libraries, is 
hosting the 5th year of One Book One Community, an initiative that encourages the community 
to have a shared reading experience related to a socially relevant book. The 2024 book selection 
is The Displacements by Bruce Holsinger.  

 

 
Bruce Holsinger is the author of The Displacements, the book selection for One Book One Community 2024. 

High resolution photo available upon request. 

 
Holsinger’s novel The Displacements, regarded as “hypnotic” by The New York Times and 
“cinematic” by USA Today, depicts a family’s journey as their lives in Miami are upended by the 
world’s first category six hurricane. 
 
One Book One Community events throughout March will include book discussions, lectures, and 
other activities and events related to the book’s theme, with a special visit from Holsinger on 
March 20. 
 
“The Displacements is a suspenseful story that offers a chance for readers to reflect on the causes 
and ramifications of intensifying extreme weather events on society,” said Williamsburg 
Regional Library Interim Director Sandy Towers. “We hope this novel will spark thoughtful 
discussions on how we can care for our community now and into the future.” 
 



Holsinger, a professor at the University of Virginia, has published four books, including The 
Displacements, The Gifted School, and many works of nonfiction. His books have been 
recognized with the Colorado Book Award, the John Hurt Fisher Prize, the Philip Brett Award, 
the John Nicholas Brown Prize, the Modern Language Association's Prize for a First Book, and 
others. He has written for The New York Times, Vanity Fair, and many other publications and 
has been interviewed on NPR's Weekend Edition, Here & Now, and Marketplace. He is the 
recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship. 
 
The event series begins March 11 with the Williamsburg Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT), which will educate residents about disaster preparedness and the city’s response 
during a natural disaster. Other notable events include pottery making, virtual reality 
experiences, and a talk on how coastal communities can address rising sea levels.  
 
Author Bruce Holsinger will give the keynote presentation at 6:30 pm on March 20 in the 
Williamsburg Library Theatre. For more information about One Book One Community 
programs, visit wrl.org/onebook. 

 
One Book One Community programs: 

Preparing for Disaster Talk: March 11, 2 pm – Stryker Center 
National Weather Service Information Talk: March 13, 4 pm – Williamsburg Library Theatre 
Creative Pottery: March 15, 3 pm – James City County Library 
Book Discussion: March 16, 2 pm – Williamsburg Library & online 
Book Discussion: March 19, 6:45 pm – Williamsburg Library & online 
Author Visit with Bruce Holsinger: March 20, 6:30 pm – Williamsburg Library Theatre 
Book Discussion: March 21, 6:45 pm – James City County Library & online 
Hurricane and Natural Disaster Preparedness Talk: March 22, 10 am – James City County 
Library 
Climate Change and Forest Fires Virtual Reality Experience: March 26, 11 am – James City 
County Library 
Rising Tides, Sinking Coast: How Coastal Communities Can Adapt to Surging Sea Levels: 
March 28, 6:30 pm – Williamsburg Library Theatre 
 

***  
The Williamsburg Regional Library (WRL) is an award-winning regional library system that consists of 

the Williamsburg Library on Scotland St. in Williamsburg, the James City County Library on Croaker Rd. 
in James City County, the Stryker Center on N. Boundary St. in Williamsburg, and its Mobile Library 

Services vehicles. The WRL service area includes the City of Williamsburg, James City County, and York 
County. 

 
 

MEDIA CONTACT: Desiree Parker, Marketing and Communications Manager  
   dparker@wrl.org  

(757) 741-3330 


